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PHP and Paradox

Sorry for my poor english...
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I: What is PHP ?

- A script language which execute itself on server side via a dedicated parser (Php engine)

- A cross-plateforms language (windows, unix...)

- Open source, freeware, extensible (language C)

- Direct access to many database engines (Oracle,Sybase,Informix,Interbase,MySql,PostgreSql...)

=> An incredible but logical success since reliability , power and simplicity are offered
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III : How does this work ?
We need a Windows box with :

- A Web server software , example Apache (freeware)

- The Php interpreter (freeware)

- The BDE , Borland Database Engine (came with Paradox)
- ODBC drivers for Paradox (came with Paradox)
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IV : The minimal example :
Consider a table Test.db in c:\test with the following fields :
CodeClient : autoincrement (+) , Nom : A35 (Custumer No , Custumer Name)

a ) Create a system DNS entry for the ODBC driver you get with Paradox
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b) A Classical html form :

<htmlI>

<head>

<title>Test Php et Paradox</title>
</head>

<body>

a Test Php et Paradox - Microsoft Internet Explorer

Fichier  Edition  Affichage  Faworis  Qukils ¢ ﬂ'

@F‘récédente - @ - @ @ q_:j | j:j Rechercher “E':E"Favnris e‘l"-’lédia ﬁﬁl‘
Adresse @htl:p:,|',|'Incalhn:ust,l'testpdn:lx,l'ﬁ:lrm.htm j ok | Liens
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Test Php et Paradox

Mom & ajouter |T|:|t|:| soumetire |8 requéte

=
|@ Terming l_ l_ l_ |§_-§ Intranet local A
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c) A few lines of Php for inserting and extracting the data :

",

$password="";

<?php
$base="TestPdox";
$login=" i a hl:l:p:,.-",.-"lucalhust,.-"l:g_'._ ] 2 | Ellil

Fichier  Edition  Affichage  ** ..".r

$connexion=odbc_connect($base,$login,$password) or die("Erreur de connexion"); @ B e kg .d - |ﬂ =

Adresse ﬂjhttp:ﬂ ok | Liens ¥
=

Inzertion réussie.

Affichage des mscnts

N° Chent Nom

1 Ponx

2 PxForm

3 Phy

4 Chent f Serveur
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| |I-J Intranet local
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V : The problems we will face
a) Insertion of the quote character :

Yes it leads to an error since the SQL string is closed before the end. Php , with the "Magic quote"
(cf the parameter magic_quote_gpc in the file c:\windows\php.ini) can escape for us

the special chars in the data we receive (via Get, POST or Cookie) but the ODBC driver for Paradox
don't accept \' . He wants " (Double quote)
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b) Dates insertion :
Dates have to be given to the ODBC pilot in the format : {d'aaaa-mm-jj'}

function FormatDateToParadox($date)

{
if ((lisset($date)) or ($date=="""))

",

return "'"';
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¢) Automatic insertion Date + Time :
This can also be done on the Paradox side with a field DateTime with default : NOW
d) Using Date et DateTime in SQL query :

EXTRACT function ?
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f) Other points :
Alpha fields are sent with white space. We can use TRIM either in SQL ou Php ( trim() )

Query with LIKE are case sensitive (on the contrary to MySQL) , we can use UPPER() on both side
(Be careful UPPER will not work on a memo field...)

Memo fields are well accepted but not the formated ones (driver 3.11)
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function GetNextId($champ)

{

global $connexion;

$query=""SELECT Champ,NextID FROM NoPiece WHERE Champ='$champ' FOR UPDATE OF Champ,NextID"'’;
$result=odbc_do($connexion,$query) or die(''Requéte 1 incorrecte ".odbc_errormsg());
odbc_fetch_row($result);

$id=odbc_result($result,'' NextID');

if ($id==""") return 0;

$query=""UPDATE NoPiece SET NextID = NextID +1 WHERE Champ='$champ'"';
$result=odbc_do($connexion,$query) or die(''Requéte 2 incorrecte ''.odbc_errormsg());
$id=$id+1;
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